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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate Committee on the Judiciary would
ask unanimous consent to hold a nomi-
nations hearing on Tuesday, March 18,
at 2:30 p.m., in Room 226, of the Senate
Dirksen Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet in executive session
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, March 18, 1997, at 9 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet for a hearing on the
presidential nomination of Alexis M.
Herman to be Secretary of Labor, dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Tues-
day, March 18, 1997, at 2 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 18, 1997 at 2:30 p.m.
to hold a closed hearing on intelligence
matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC
AFFAIRS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on East Asian and Pacific
Affairs of the Committee on Foreign
Relations be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
March 18, 1997, at 10 a.m. to hold a
hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE OCEANS AND FISHERIES

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Oceans
and Fisheries Subcommittee of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, March 18,
1997, at 2:30 p.m. on review of U.S.
Coast Guard fiscal year 1998 budget and
reauthorization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

∑ Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, it is a per-
sonal honor for me to once again co-
sponsor Senate Resolution 56 designat-
ing March 25, 1997, as ‘‘Greek Independ-
ence Day: A National Day of Celebra-
tion of Greek and American Democ-
racy’’.

This resolution honors the anniver-
sary of a single, victorious revolution

that occurred 176 years ago. This soli-
tary battle returned to the citizens of
Greece their freedom and democracy,
rights that had been seized from them
centuries before by the Ottoman Em-
pire. Greece is a country possessing an
immensely rich heritage, and one from
which our own Nation has drawn gener-
ously and with great benefit. In times
of peace and in times of conflict,
Greece has steered a strong and steady
course with the United States as a
loyal friend and trusted ally.

This resolution provides me with the
opportunity to express our deep grati-
tude to the nation of Greece, as well as
our own Greek American community,
for the significant contributions they
have both made on behalf of our Na-
tion—and to the inexorable ties which
bind our two peoples together.∑
f

REMARKS OF SENATOR GEORGE
MITCHELL ON THE NORTHERN
IRELAND PEACE PROCESS

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring to the attention of my
colleagues the moving remarks of our
former Majority Leader, the Honorable
George J. Mitchell, which he delivered
at the American-Ireland Fund Dinner
on March 13, 1997. Senator Mitchell
spoke about the peace process in
Northern Ireland and his own efforts to
facilitate reconciliation in that trou-
bled land.

I commend Senator Mitchell’s re-
marks to all Senators, and I ask that
the text be printed in the RECORD.

The text follows:
EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY SENATOR

GEORGE J. MITCHELL, AMERICAN-IRELAND
FUND DINNER, WASHINGTON, DC, MARCH 13,
1997
I’m grateful for this award. The American-

Ireland Fund is an important force for good
in Ireland. I commend you for your efforts
and I encourage you to continue them.

As you know, I’ve spent most of the past
two years in Northern Ireland. On my trips
back to the U.S., I’ve been asked two ques-
tions, over and over again, by Americans
who care about Ireland: Why are you doing
this? And, What can I do to help?

Tonight, I’ll try to answer both of those
questions.

Why am I doing this?
I’ve asked myself that question many

times. To answer it, I must go back nearly 20
years, before I’d ever been to Ireland, before
I’d ever thought seriously about Northern
Ireland.

Before I entered the United States Senate
I had the privilege of serving as a Federal
Judge. In that position I had great power.
The power I most enjoyed exercising was
when I presided over what are called natu-
ralization ceremonies. They’re citizenship
ceremonies. A group of people who’d come
from every part of the world, who’d gone
through all the required procedures, gath-
ered before me in a federal courtroom. There
I administered to them the oath of alle-
giance to the United States and, by the
power vested in me under our constitution
and laws I made them Americans.

It was always emotional for me, because
my mother was an immigrant from Lebanon,
my father the orphan son of immigrants
from Ireland. They had no education and
they worked hard all their lives at difficult

and low-paying jobs. But because of their ef-
forts, and, more importantly, because of the
openness of American society, I, their son,
was able to become the majority leader of
the United States Senate.

After every naturalization ceremony, I
spoke personally with each new American,
individually or in family groups. I asked
them where they came from, how they came,
why they came. Their stories were as dif-
ferent as their countries of origin. But they
were all inspiring, and through them ran a
common theme, best expressed by a young
Asian. When I asked why he had come, he re-
plied, in slow and halting English, ‘‘I came
because here in America everybody has a
chance’’.

A young man who’d been an American for
just a few minutes summed up the meaning
of our country in a single sentence. Here, ev-
erybody has a chance.

I was one of those who had a chance, and
I thank God for my good fortune. Now, by an
accident of fate, in a way that I did not seek
or expect, I have been given the opportunity
to help others to have a chance. That they
are in Ireland, the land of my father’s herit-
age, is just a fortuitous coincidence. That I
am able to help, even if in just a small way,
is what matters.

No one can really have a chance in a soci-
ety dominated by fear and violence. And so I,
who have been helped by so many, now must
do what I can to help others to try to end the
violence, to banish the fear, to hasten the
day when all the people of Northern Ireland
can lead lives of peace, reconciliation and
opportunity.

Let me say, as clearly and as emphatically
as I can: There will be peace and reconcili-
ation in Northern Ireland. I don’t know ex-
actly when it will come. But I am convinced
that it is inevitable, for one over-riding rea-
son: It is the will of the overwhelming ma-
jority of the people of Northern Ireland.

They remain divided along sectarian lines,
and they mistrust each other. But they share
a fervent desire not to return to the violence
which for so long has filled their lives with
fear and anxiety.

It will take a very long time for the mis-
trust to end. But it need not take a long
time for the violence to end. Once it does,
once people can live free of fear, then gradu-
ally the walls of division will come down.
Walls that exist on the ground, and in peo-
ple’s minds, will come down, brick by brick,
person by person, slowly but inevitably.

Over the past two years I’ve come to know
the people of Northern Ireland. They’re ener-
getic, Intelligent and productive. I admire
and like them. They deserve better than the
troubles they have. But there is only one
way to achieve that better life.

There is no alternative to democratic,
meaningful, inclusive dialogue. For that to
come about, there must be an end to violence
and to intransigence. They are the twin de-
mons of Northern Ireland—violence and in-
transigence. They feed off each other in a
deadly ritual in which most of the victims
are innocent.

There are those who don’t want anything
to change, ever. They want to recreate a past
that can never be recreated. But their way
will only guarantee never-ending conflict. It
will insure that the next half century is as
full of death and fear as was the past half
century.

The people of Northern Ireland must make
it clear to their leaders that they oppose in-
transigence, that they want meaningful ne-
gotiation. Not capitulation; not the surren-
der of conviction. But good-faith negotiation
that places the interest of the people, the in-
terest of peace, above personal or political
considerations. Good faith negotiation can
produce an agreed settlement that will com-
mand the support of the majority in North-
ern Ireland, including the majority in each
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